Chinese sayings

Full list of the 25 Chinese idioms /Cheng Yu

No. | Chengyu Pin yin Literally explanation

1 BERE huashétianzu Draw a snake and add feet to it Spoil the show by doing
0184 something quite superfluous

2 MBER hajiahawei fox assuming tiger’s ferocity Act outrageously on the
p181 strength of one’s powerful

connections

3 FAESR mangrénmoxiang blind people try to size up an Take a part for the whole
0302 elephant

4 AR zuojingguantian Looking at the sky from the To have a narrow view; to have

bottom of a well a restricted outlook

p608

5 E£0i03% 3o mashitu an old horse knows the way. an old hand is always a good

p272

guide.




6 RHEBE bamidozhuzhang to pull the shoots to help them to spoil something with a 2012
07 grow desire for quick success.

7 St asEE dui nid tan gin play the lute to a cow Address the wrong audience; 2017
0112 talk over someone’s head

8 SRS R shouzhidaitu To stand by a tree stump To wait for windfalls; to trust to | 2014 2015
p415 waiting for a hare. chance rather than show

initiative

9 K EIRE zhishangtanbing Discussing military tactics on to have unrealistic ideas; talks 2016
0584 paper armchair strategies

10 EERD zhiluwéima Calling a stag a horse. Deliberately misrepresenting example




11 HEFE zi xiang maodun The (best) spear against the To say or do something to 2015
0603 (best) shield. contradict oneself; Self-
contradictory.
12 UEKE yidugongdu Use poison as remedy for Set a thief to catch a thief 2011
malignant disease; use poison as
p531 ) .
an antidote for poison
13 AL A ruxiangsuisu When you enter a village, When in Rome, do as the A : enter
follow the local customs Romans do
14 —Z=SU yijianshuangdiao To shoot two hawks with one To kill two birds with one 2013
0526 arrow. stone.
15 Bk R fushuinanshou Water thrown out/poured out is | Things done cannot be undone. | 2016
0137 hard to put back into the

container




16 BUHE chunwangchihan The teeth will feel cold if lips are | This expression describes 2013
gone. closely related interests. The 2017
first cannot survive without
the second.
17 48 127k rayudéshui like a fish back in water Be in congenial company or do | 2018
0380 congenial work
18 EHFiE gingchayulan Indigo came out of blue, but is the pupil often surpasses the 2017
0363 prettier than blue master
19 EEES zhiténgdaohé Same aspirations, conforming Have a common goal; like-
0586 goals minded
20 ¥ wangyangbuldo to mend the pen after sheep are | better late than never 2018

lost




21 Mok B3R yinshuisiyuan Don’t forget about the source of | One should keep in mind the
0536 the water you are drinking source of one's joy while in
happiness
22 KA B xiongyduchéngzhu (when about to draw a Have an overall consideration
0504 bamboo), in one’s chest there is | of something before any action
a fully developed bamboo is taken; have a well-thought-
out plan
23 BHEZRH yan'érdaoling to cover one's ears whilst to bury one's head inthe sand | 2018
0516 stealing a bell like an ostrich
24 T E g dacdojingshé beat the grass to scare the Act rashly and alert the enemy
084 snake
25 whyrE sihdi wéi jia to regard the four corners of the | Make one’s home no matter

p430

world all as home

where one lives and works




